BISMARCK

His reply was: ' I should adopt a defensive attitude
towards Austria, confining myself to the line of the Elbe,
and in the meantime prosecuting the war actively against
France.'

This opinion confirmed me still more in my resolution
to advise his Majesty to make peace on the basis of the ter-
ritorial integrity of Austria. I was of opinion that, in
case of French interference, we must either make peace
with Austria, imposing moderate conditions, and at the
same time if possible contract an alliance with her with a
view to an attack on France, or else we must quickly and
completely cripple Austria by a sharp onslaught, and also by
|                              furthering disaffection in Hungary, and perhaps in Bohemia

4|                              as well; until then we must maintain a defensive attitude

'Jj                              towards France instead of towards   Austria, as Moltke

3                              wished.    I believed that the war against France, which

I                               Moltke said he would conduct first of all, and that rapidly,

\                               would not be so easy; that France had, indeed, but little

j;                               strength left to take the offensive, but, judging from his-

I                              torical experience, would soon be strong enough to act

*                                  on the defensive in the country itself, and so spin the
1                            war out    Then, perhaps, we should not be able victori-
^                               ously to maintain our defensive against Austria on the
;5                               Elbe if we had to carry on a war of invasion in France,
J                            with Austria and South Germany as hostile elements in
^                               our rear.    I was moved by this prospect to still livelier
1 .                             exertions in the cause of peace.

|                                     A participation on France's part in the war would

|                              have brought, at the moment, only 60,000 French troops

|                               (perhaps still less) into the struggle in Germany.     Never-

'$                               theless, this accession of strength to the South German

*                                  federal army would have sufficed to restore energy and

!                                                            3*